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MACOR  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  AND 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

For  the  year  1925. 


To  the  Chairman]  and  Members  of  the  Magor 
Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

We  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
upon  the  Vital  Statistics,  Sanitary  Circumstances  and  Sani- 
tary Administration  of  your  district  during  the  year  1925. 
It  has  been  compiled  on  the  lines  suggested  by  Circular  648 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Welsh  Board  of  Health)  dated  31st 
December,  1925,  and  is  a “ Survey  Report/ * 

Natural  and  Social  Condition®  of  the  Area. 

Area,  29,602  acres. 

Population,  Census  1921,  5,484. 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1925,  5,777. 

Physical  Features  and  Character  of  the  Area. 

The  district  is  composed  of  18  parishes  and  is  intersected 
by  the  River  Usk,  and  bounded  on  the  South  by  the  River 
Severn.  The  Southern  half  of  the  area  is  flat  and  alluvial, 
and  is  protected  by  a sea  wall,  whilst  the  Northern  half  is 
undulating  and  a portion  is  wooded.  The  inhabitants  are 
chiefly  occupied  in  agriculture,  except  in  the  parish  of  Christ- 
church, which  is  semi-urban,  and  whose  residents  are  em- 
ployed in  the  Borough  of  Newport.  There  is  a salmon  fishery 
at  Goldcliff. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921),  1,135. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  1,187. 

Rateable  value,  £70,677. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  £294. 

a 


Vital  Statistics. 


Births  M.  F. 

Legitimate  56  48 

Illegitimate  Nil  Nil 


Total 

104 

Nil 


Birth  rate,  18.002  per  1,000  of  population,  as  compared 
with  20.8  in  1924,  19.7  in  1923,  19.3  in  1922,  21.7  in  1921,  26 
in  1920. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1925  was  18.3,  and 
the  rate  for  the  County  of  Monmouth,  21.5.  There  has  been 
a steady  decline  in  the  Birth  rate  since  1920. 

Deaths. 

Males  37,  Females  19.  Total  56. 

Death  rate  9.6  per  j ,00c  of  population,  as  compared  with 
9.8  in  1924,  12.4  in  1923,  10.8  in  1922,  11.5  in  1921,  and 
1 1.3  in  1920. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was.  12.2,  County  of 
Monmouth,  10.6. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 


Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age 
was: — Legitimate  6,  Illegitimate  Nil.  Total  6.  Infantile 
Mortality  rate  57.6  per  1,000  births,  as  compared  with  58.8 
in  1924,  54.5  in  1923,  74.7  in  1922. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
75,  and  for  the  County  of  Monmouth  83.8.  The  Health 
Visitors  of  the  Mon.  County  Council  visit  homes  from  which 
births  are  notified  and  give  advice. 

The  amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  expended  in  the  Rural 
District  during  the  year  under  review  was  £459  5s.  9d.  The 
Royal  Gwent  Hospital  and  the  Woolcston  Infirmary  have  been 
freely  used  for  cases  of  severe  illness  or  for  cases  requiring 
operation. 

No  causes  of  sickness  were  specially  noteworthy  during 
the  year.  Influenza  v/as  prevalent  in  the  first  quarter  and 
3 deaths  occurred. 


Influenza 

Tuberculosis 

Cancer 

Heart  Disease 

Bronchitis 

Suicide 

Violence  (other  than  Suicide) 


3 

3 

7 

9 

6 


2 


1 
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Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

Hospitals  available  for  the  District. 

TUBERCULOSIS.—  Facilities- 'for  treatment  of  Tuberculosis 
are  provided  by  the  County  ‘Council,  which  body  contracts 
with  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association  for  hospital, 
sanatorium  and  dispensary  treatment.  The  Tuberculosis 
Hospital  is  at  Cefn  Mably,  Glamorganshire  ; the  Sanatorium 
at  Talgarth,.  Breconshire,  and  surgical  Tuberculosis  is 
treated  at  Glam  Ely  Hospital,  Cardiff.  The  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  is  at  Palmyra  Place,  Newport,  where  patients 
from  the  district  are  seen  by  appointment  with  the  Physician. 

Maternity  and  Children. — A new  Maternity  Hospital 
has  just  been  completed  by  the  County  Council.  It  is  situated 
at  the “ Goldra/’  and  is  within  the  area  of  the  Magor  Rural 
District.  It  has  accommodation  for  40  cases.  The  County 
Council  also  makes  provision  for  Orthopaedic  treatment  of 
crippled 'children  as  well  as  for  the  blind,  deaf  and  dumb. 

FEVER. — There  is  no  hospital,  for  Infectious  Di-eases  in 
the  district,  but  cases  can  be  sent  to  the  Alltyiyn  Hospital, 
Newport,  by  arrangement  with  the  Newport  Corporation — 
provided  there  are  vacant  beds  in  that  institution. 


SMALL  POX. — The  County  Council  have  made  arrange- 
ments for  the  isolation  of  any  case  of  this  disease. 

Other  Hospitals;- — .The  Woolostom  Infirmary,  main- 
tained by  the  Newport  Board  of  Guardians,  and  the  Royal 
Gwent  Hospital,  Newport,  maintained,  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tions, are  available  for  medical  and  surgical  cases  from  this 
district. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers  j;  • 
Illegitimate  Infants  and  Homeless  Children.  . 

There  is  a Hostel  at  Nantyderry,  Monmouthshire , where 
such  cases  are  admitted. 

Ambulance  Facilities.  . .. 

(a)  Infectious  Cases. — The  Newport  Borough  Ambulance 
is  used  when  patients  are  sent  to  Alltyryn  Hospital. 

(b)  Non-inf  ectious  and  Accident  Cases. — An  ambulance 
car  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association  can  be  obtained 
when  required  by  application  to  Priory  for  Wales,  4 Cathedral 
Road,  Cardiff.  Telephone  No.  4063  Cardiff. 
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Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  for  the  district 
is  at  Stanley  Road,  Newport  ; also  at  High  Street,  Caerleon, 
on  alternate  Wednesdays,  at  2 p.m. 

School  Clinic  is  at  Stanley  Road,  Newport. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic— see  above. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  at  Royal  Gwent  Hospital.  All 
the  above  are  provided  by  the  County  Council.  There  are 
excellent  travelling  facilities  by  road  ’bus  and  by  rail  from 
all  parts  of  the  district  for  those  who  wish  to  visit  above 
clinics. 

Public  Health  Staff. — The  staff  consists  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  (part  time)  and  the  Surveyor  and  Inspector, 
Mr.  E.  C.  Dutfield  (whole  time).  • 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home, 

(a)  General. — There  is  a District  Nurse  in  the  Parish  of 
Christchurch,  who  resides  in  that  area.  There  is  also  a 
District  Nurse  in  the  Parish  of  Penhow.  These  are  supported 
by  voluntary  subscriptions. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases. — There  are  no  arrangements  for 
nursing  such  cases  in  their  own  homes. 

MlDWIVES. — There  are  5 Registered  Midwives  practising  in 
the  district,  viz.,  twoi  in  Christchurch,  and  one  each  in  Magor, 
Penhow  and  St.  Brides.  Certain  Newport  Midwives  also 
attend  cases  in  parts  of  the  district  adjacent  to  the  Borough. 

( Laboratory  Work. — The  Public  Health  Laboratory  of 
the  County  Council  at  the  County  Hall,  Newport,  is  available 
for  this  district.  Specimens  are  examined  and  reported  on 
by  the  Pathologist,  Dr.  H.  W.  Catto,  and  full  use  is  made  of 
these  facilities  by  the  medical  practitioners  of  the  area. 
Samples  of  food,  milk,  etc.,  are  examined  by  the  County 
Anlayst,  Mr.  G.  R.  Thompson,  Dock  Street,  Newport. 

A supply  of  Diphtheria  Anti- toxin  is  kept  by  the  M.O.H. 
and  is  always  available  for  use  in  the  district. 

Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-laws,  etc. 

Part  three  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1890,  was  adopted  by  the  Council  on  the  12th  August,  1903. 

The  following  Bye-laws  are  in  existence.  Their  pro- 
visions became  operative  in  1904,  but  those  relating  to  New 
Streets  and  Buildings  were  revised  in  December,  1925. 
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New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Nuisances. 

Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements,  the 
Removal  of  House  Refuse,  and  the  Cleansing 
of  Earth  Closets,  Privies,  Ashpits  and  Cesspools. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water  Supply. 

Generally  speaking,  the  water  supply  of  the  district  is 
sufficient  and  the  quality,  except  in  a small  area,  is  good. 
The  Newport  Corporation  reservoir  is  situated  at  Wentwood 
in  the  parish  of  Llanvaches,  and  the  mains  run  through  the 
parishes  of  Llanvaches,  Penhow,  Langstone  and  Christchurch 
to  the  Borough.  These  parishes  are  partly  supplied  from  the 
corporation  mains  and  partly  by  springs  and  wells.  Magor 
and  Red  wick  are  supplied  from  the  Severn  Tunnel  Water- 
works. This  water  is  derived  from  limestone,  strata,  is  very 
hard  and  contains  Calcium  and  Magnesium  Salts,  but  is  free 
from  contamination  and  the  supply  is  constant. 

Llangattock,  Llanhennock  and  Tredunmock  are  supplied 
from  wells  and  from  springs,  which  are  indicated  on  the  Ord- 
nance Survey  Map.  The  wells  are  generally  close  to  houses 
and  care  is  necessary  to  prevent  contamination. 

The  parishes  of  Nash,  Goldcliffe  and  Whitson,  on  the 
Caldicot  level,  are  supplied  from  Llanwern  Brook,  rain  water 
tanks  and  reens.  In  very  dry  summers  this  supply  may 
partially  fail  and  it  is  liable  to  pollution.  During  the  past 
five  years  there  have  been  several  complaints  about  a shallow 
well  at  Bishpool.  This  has  been  inspected  by  the  M.O.H. 
and  samples  taken  and  reported  on  by  the  County  Analyst. 
Although  not  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  use,  there  was 
evidence  of  pollution  by  animal  matter.  The  houses  in  this 
area  are  now  supplied  from  the  Newport  Corporation  main, 
and  the  well  is  about  to  be  closed. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  Usk  and  the  Avon  Llwyd  do  not  receive  pollution  in 
their  course  through  the  district. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  dry  earth  (pail)  system  is  in  use  throughout  the 
district,  with  the  exception  of  part  of  Christchurch,  where 
there  is  a sewer  connecting  with  the  Newport  Corporation 
sewers. 
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The  slop  water  (house  waste)  is  disposed  of — -(i)  Some 
of  the  villages  have  main  drains  conveying  slop  water  into 
ditches,  or  over  the  land  (2)  In  part  of  Christchurch  it  is 
conveyed  into  the  sewers  (3)  Into  cesspools,  which  are  emptied 
when  necessary. 

Scavenging. 

In  Christchurch,  dry  house  refuse  is  placed  in  moveable 
ashbins  and  removed  by  carts. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  seven  registered  slaughter  houses,  2 in  Magor, 
2 in  Goldcliff,  1 in  Ponthir,  1 ini  Lliswerry  and  1 in  Langstone. 
They  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  have  been  kept  clean 
and  in  good  order. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Act. 

There  are  three  Bakehouses  in  the  district  and  these  have 
been  visited  and  inspected.  Their  condition  is  good,  and 
they  have  been  kept  clean  and  in  a sanitary  condition. 

Schools. 

Christchurch.- — These  schools  are  new  and  in  excellent 
condition.  Water  supply  from  Newport  Corporation  mains, 
sanitary  arrangements  ample. 

Llanhennock  Mixed  School. — Water  supply  is  derived 
from  a well  in  the  yard  of  the  school.  Sanitary  arrangements 
are  sufficient. 

Llandevaud  Mixed  School. — Water  supply  from  New- 
port Corporation  mains.  Sanitary  arrangements  are  suffi- 
cient. The  school  was  closed  for  one  week  owing  to  Whoop- 
ing Cough. 

Bishton  School. — Water  supply  from  a well  on  the 
premises.  Sanitary  arrangements  are  sufficient. 

Nash  School. — Water  supply,  rain  water  cistern,  also 
from  well  at  Arch  Cottage.  Sanitation  is  fair. 

Goldcliffe  AND  Whitson  School.— Water  supply  from 
a reen  ; not  ideal,  but  the  only  supply  available. 

RedwicK  School.— Water  supply  from  Severn  Tunnel 
Waterworks. 

Magor  School. — Water  supply  from  Severn  Tunnel 
Waterworks.  Sanitary  arrangements  are  satisfactory. 

7 


FOOD. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

There  are  41  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  registered  ini  the 
district  and  1 1 Retail  Milk  Sellers,  an  increase  on  previous 
years.  They  have  been  frequently  inspected  during  the  year 
and  the  Regulations  enforced.  Samples  of  Milk  have  been 
taken  by  the  County  Authority  and  the  reports  have  been 
generally  satisfactory.  There  were  no  applications  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Amendment  Act,  1922,  for  certificates 
to  sell  Certified  or  Grade  A Milk. 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 


26  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  during  the 
year  (including  Tuberculosis). 


Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Poliomyelitis 


Total 

Cases 

cases 

admitted 

Deaths 

notified 

Hospitals 

14 

nil 

2 

nil 

nil 

2 

nil 

nil 

2 

nil 

nil 

1 

nil 

I 

There  were  18  notifications  in  1924,  18  in  1923,  and  23  in 
1920.  Nearly  all  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  at  Caer- 
leon  Village,  in  the  parish  of  Christchurch  ; 4 occurred  in  one 
family  and  in  this  case  the  house  was  overcrowded.  All  the. 
houses  have  been  disinfected  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 
The  “ Dick  ” test  in  Scarlet  Fever  has  not  been  tried. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  period 

5—10 
15  20 

25—35 


New  cases  and  Mortality,  1925. 

New  cases  Deaths 

Non-  Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 
M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

1 

1 ...  1 

1 1 


Totals  3 1 1 ...  ...  2 1 ... 


All  the  new  cases  were  sent  to  the  Tuberculosis  Clinic 
at  Newport  and  were  afterwards  admitted  to  Cefn  Mably  or 
Sanatorium.  In  1924,  2 new  cases  were  notified  and  6 deaths 
from  this  disease  occurred. 
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Sanitary  Administration, 

The  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  E.  C.  Dutfield,  reports  the 
following  inspections  during  the  year : — 

Registered  Slaughter  Houses  visited  7 


Registered  Milk  Sellers  visited  ...  70 

Plans  passed  for  New  Houses  ...  3 6 

Nuisances  abated  ...  60 

Manure  Heaps  cleared  ...  18 

Houses  disinfected  ...  12 

Closing  Orders  ...  nil 

Bakehouses  ...  6 

Notices  (verbal)  ...  72 

Notices  (written)  ...  24 

Notices  outstanding  (not  complied  with)  2 
Houses  inspected  ...  29 

Houses  closed  ...  nil 

Houses  demolished  ...  nil 

Workshops  ...  1 


Certificates  of  Occupation  granted  14 

■ No  closets  were  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system 
during  the  year. 

All  premises  were  disinfected  where  infectious  disease 
was  reported. 

Housing. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  26 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts^ 

1919,  1923  or  1924  ...  "..  nil 

(i)  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  nil 

(ii)  by  other  bodies  ...  ...  nil 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection  (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  38 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  in- 
spected and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  25 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling  bouses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  10 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  14 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices— 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  23 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.  Act,  1919:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  22 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  18 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursu- 
ance of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention 

to  close  ...  ...  ...  nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
* notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  ...  ...  ...  18 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  13 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of 
the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.  Act,  1909— 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view 

to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  nil 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which. 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  ini  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  •••  nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  nil 

1.  — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces — 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ml 

Workshops  (including  Bakehouses)  ...  ^ 

Workplaces  •••  •••  ...  nil 

2.  — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and 

Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises,  Section  198 — nil. 


We  are,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servants, 

S.  HAMILTON,  M.D.,  d.p.h., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A.  M.  M.  ROBERTS,  m.r.c.s., 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(pro  tern). 
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